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enjoyed Mr. Chamberlain's confidence, and the Prime
Minister has undoubtedly kept him far more fully
informed of British policy than the official routine
requires. The Anglo-American Agreement owes a
great deal both to Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Chamberlain,
and represented a common-sense business arrangement
that must have had a particular appeal for the two
men, both of whom have a common origin andinterest
in commerce. Mr. Chamberlain's readiness to find
practical application for Anglo-American understand-
ing was throughout a potent factor for peace, and is
now for victory.

Europe rallied to the President, but Mussolini,
apart from abuse, decided to let Hitler answer on bis
behalf.   Hitler began by questioning the states Mr.
Roosevelt addressed, asking them whether they felt
themselves to be menaced by Germany and whether
they  had  any  pre-knowledge  of the President's
message.   The second question they all answered in
the negative, but the first merely produced polite
evasions. Then on April 28th he gave his formal reply
in a speech to the Reichstag. This speech effectively
launched the crisis that was to culminate four months
later in war. In the first place he rejected with brutal
cynicism all President Roosevelt's proposals out of
hand.   Then he announced that he had made pro-
posals to the Polish Government that Danzig should
return as a Free City into the framework of the Reich
and that Germany should receive a Corridor within
the Corridor in exchange for a twenty-five year non-
aggression Pact and a recognition of existing Polish-
German frontiers as ultimate.

It is not within the scope of this book to enter into
any discussion of the merits of the Danzig dispute.
There are .certain dear facts about the Free City. It
is ninety per cent German in population, but strate-
gically it is the main artery of Poland's economic